
F R O M  R E V.  T H O M  L A M B
Lament --- I had the privilege of leading the first lesson of the annual Presbyterian Women’s Bible Study.  It has been an honor to 
be included and this year’s study:  Into the Light: Finding hope Through Prayers of Lament by The Rev.  Lynn Miller, is perhaps one 
of the best to date.  It focuses on the Biblical concept of Lament.  One may define lament as “a passionate expression of grief or 
sorrow.”  In terms of Biblical Lament it goes one step further, it is an act of faith.  
One of the most powerful Psalms of lament is Psalm 22:1-5
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning? O my God, I 
cry by day, but you do not answer;    and by night, but find no rest. Yet you are holy,    enthroned on the praises of Israel. In you our 
ancestors trusted; they trusted, and you delivered them. To you they cried, and were saved; in you they trusted, and were not put 
to shame.
This lament begins with a crying out to God in desperation. But it is quickly followed by a statement of faith in God.  True lament 
is not just an anguished cry in times of suffering, it also claims a relationship with God…and at least a little tiny thread of faith that 
allows us to cry out for God’s grace, mercy, and peace.  Lament emanates from deep within our hearts…it is the heart’s desire to 
move through our suffering to a place of faith. Lament my originate in our suffering, but it culminates in a restorative hope, that 
only faith can reveal.  For even a shred of faith, or a tiny seed can call forth a lament, a cry of our hearts deepest desire. Are the 
words of this lament familiar to you?  
I can’t help but think of the image of Jesus on the cross…feeling the depths of abandonment…being abandoned by his closest 
friends, alone to face his tormentors…the hard and lonely walk to Golgotha, and bearing the pain and torture of crucifixion.  Jesus 
crying out these words from Psalm 22…”My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”  At the moments leading to his death, Jesus 
felt the depths of human pain…and yet, he did not lose faith, but called out to God in desperation.  The beauty and majesty of his 
resurrection only comes after his suffering and dying on the cross.
Lament is a part of our life of faith.  We lament for any number of reasons: because we are afraid, in pain, frustrated, grieving a loss, 
exhausted, lost or alone.  In these times we long for God’s presence in our life, we long for God’s assurance, we long for the Holy 
Spirit to come to us and light our way…so that we are not alone in our suffering.
As a part of the first lesson I had the folks write a Cinquain Poem about lament.  A Cinquain is simple five line poem that follows 
a format that begins with a noun and returns to a deeper meaning of the subject.  The subject of our cinquains was lament.  The 
women (and some men) wrote beautiful expressions of Lament in their poems.  Here are some of their works:
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Alone
Sad, Confused

Hiding, Wishing, Hoping
We can beat this

Together

Lament
helpless, angry

ranting, grieving, yearning.
I know I’m heard,

seen.

Lament
Sadness, fear

Cry, rant, apprehension, despair
Praying, hoping, retreating, resting

Peaceful

Lament
Why    How

Crying    Wondering    Hoping
You are my HOPE

Desire

Lament
doubt and fear

seek, ask, study, believe?
open the door and let Him inside 

my heart
present

Lament
Unknown,  Fearful

Crying, Shaking,  Worrying
Walk through Fear

Trust in the Hands of God

Lament
Sad, desperate

Crying, clenching, questioning
Let go; let God

Hope

Lament
Sad, lonely

Crying, begging, struggling
LOVE

Lament
Plea, prayer

Singing, longing, seeking
Feel the warmth of your presence

Rest

Help
Emotional, spiritual

Comforting, caring, healing
I feel you here

Now

Lament
Frustration, Wonder

Crying, longing, seeking
Be my guide and hope

Gloria!

Lament
Meaning, hope

Feeling, trusting, loving
Trust in God always 

Peace

These deep expressions of faith in times of longing are excellent examples of how even the smallest shred of faith can and does 
connect us to the very presence of God.  In our world today, we may find ourselves lamenting over our present situation.  But God 
is with us and will guide us as we trust in the presence of the Spirit among us.   If you would like to jump in and participate in this 
study, contact Dot Tate or Cindy Bankston.
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Mary Jo Ackerman/Johnson 10/2
Joe/Linda Norris   10/3 (A)
Heather Stanley   10/4
Jennifer Gosney   10/5
Al/Suzie Jones   10/5 (A)
Jane Ann Sawyer  10/5
Gary Southerland  10/5
Mike Kosel   10/6
Sara Shull   10/6
Thong Namphong  10/7
Joey Tabarlet   10/7
Abby Zalkovsky   10/7
Pat Sypert   10/8
Jo Elwood   10/9
Linda Beall   10/10
Debbie Trahan   10/11
Danna Kluth   10/12
Erik Vose   10/12
Bonnie Woodard  10/13
John Roberts   10/14
Polly Parnell   10/15
Gene Schwartz   10/15
Jessica Wilds   10/15
Steve/Sandy Dlugas  10/19 (A)
Arlin/Valorie Surface  10/20 (A)
Eric Jezek   10/21
Doris Kirkley   10/23
Chelsea Stern   10/24
Amy Asbury   10/29
Mary Alice Wall   10/29
Melinda Leal   10/30
Jennifer Essary   10/31
                      (A) = Anniversary 

M U S I C  M I N I S T RY
The Chancel Choir will sing in worship on the 
first Sunday of each month.  This month they 
will sing the beloved blessing “The Lord Bless 
You and Keep You” by Peter C. Lutkin.   If you 
would like to be a part of our choir and/or if 
you know someone who would like to be a 
part, please let Chelsea know!  One positive 
aspect of making virtual choir videos is that 
anyone can join our choir from any location!  
We would love to welcome new members – 
especially any folks who do not have a way to 
sing in a choir at this current time otherwise.  

We trust you are singing with us on Sunday 
mornings! 
Grace and Peace,
Music Ministry Staff: Chelsea Stern, Brian 
Tanaka and Josh Essary

O c t o b e r  B i r t h d a y s  &  A n n i v e r s a r i e s

WEDNESDAY EVENING PRAYER IS GETTING A FACELIFT
In an effort to refocus Wednesday evening prayer, we are going to be using the style of 
Lectio Divina, which literally translated means “Divine Reading.”  It is an ancient form 
of praying and reflecting on the scriptures.  It will be guided by three questions as we 
reflect on the text:

What is the Scripture saying?
What is the Scripture saying to me?

How can this text enhance my Journey of faith?

Each Wednesday will focus on one scripture passage.  The text will be read twice 
allowing for reflection on the guiding questions.  The prayers and music will all focus 
on the particular text for the week.  We will begin this new format on Wednesday, 
October 7 and hope you will join us.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
The Session met on Sunday, September 20, at 3PM and was opened with a devotional 
by Elder Stan Simons.

Christian Education:  The Session has adopted a new curriculum for children and 
youth called Sparkhouse Digital.  Published by the ELCA Lutheran Church it is an easily 
adaptable curriculum for us to use either in person or on-line.  Rev. Eric Peterson, and 
Chelsea Stern both highly recommended this curriculum.  Ann Edmondson and Cassie 
Vorbach, elders.

Mission: The Session voted to send $2,000.00 to Nicaragua to support the Feed and 
Serve ministry during the COVID-19 Pandemic.  The Mission Committee recommend-
ed a fundraiser, but the Session saw that the need was immediate.  As a result, the 
Mission Committee will be holding a fundraiser this fall to help recoup the church’s 
donation.  Sandy Mason and Janice Smith, Elders

Stewardship and Finance:  The Session has approved a financial plan for the balance 
of 2020 and a revised budget for the last quarter of the year.  This plan will be mailed 
to the congregation the first week of October along with the giving statements.   
Pledges and giving is down (due to COVID-19) by about $10,000.00 per month.  As 
a result, the Session will be taking a draw from the Lucille Yuen Endowment Fund  
(a general fund designed for “a rainy day”) of $100,000.00 to offset the monthly  
shortfall for the next 10 months if needed.  This draw is entirely taken from interest 
earned on the fund and leaves the original corpus intact.  The Session understands 
that giving for some has been a hardship and gratefully acknowledges all those who 
have continued to give generously throughout the past 7 months.  The complete  
report will be mailed out to the congregation.   The Session also accepted the  
resignation of Elder, Ken Johnson who will be joining St. Luke’s Catholic Church.   
Copies of the August Financial Reports are available by request through the church 
office. The Session expressed Ken Johnson and Tom Stringfellow, Elders.

The Church Nominating Committee will be convening to discern those who have 
been called to serve as elders and deacons at GPC.  The Nominating Committee is 
made up of two currently serving elders, three at large members elected by the  
congregation, and a representative from the current board of deacons.

Plan for Reopening the Church:  A group of elders have been 
appointed to work on a plan for reopening the church building.  
With a guardedly positive decrease in COVID cases, the group 
is charged with developing a plan for coming back together  
to worship in person and to phase in church meetings as well.    
The Committee is comprised of elders Cassie Vorbach, Kevin  
Cushman, Janice Smith and Stan Simons, Elders and a  
representative from the Board of Deacons.

CELEBRATE



P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N  
2020 Bible Study - Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament
Thank you, Pastor Thom Lamb, for a wonderful virtual presentation of the first  
lesson, an exploration of the essence and redemptive power that our faith allows us to  
experience during times of personal lamentation. Still available for viewing, it affords us all the  
opportunity to increase our understanding of the topic, and an interactive format to share 
our responses as well. 
We are twice fortunate, too, in that Associate Pastor Eric Peterson will be the virtual  
presenter of this month’s lesson titled, “Lamenting Together,”. The lesson will  
encounter us where we are as Christians today, in a territory of uncertainty and separation 
as strange and as challenging as the situations depicted by the authors of the Old and New  
Testaments. As people of faith, how can we respond in the face of so much loss and  
confusion? 
Look for details about the debut date and time of his presentation in the upcoming  
Monday Messenger and during Worship Service announcements. 
Due to unexpectedly high demand, we currently are running low on study guides, but 
more have been ordered and will be available shortly in the church office, at a cost of 
$12. If you have questions, call or text Dot Tate at 254-541-4111, or Cindy Bankston at 
254-773-7625.
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C H I L D R E N ’ S  M I N I S T R Y
CHILDREN’S AT-HOME SUNDAY SCHOOL - Elementary children in K-5th 
grade have resumed remotely using the Spark House curriculum Faith Together  
At-Home.  The lessons may be downloaded from our Children’s Ministry  
page and the link to them will be sent to families each week in our GPC  
Children’s Newsletter. These one-page lessons have wonderful faith formation  
activities the entire family can participate in.  Lesson activities are split into five  
different categories: Explore the Bible, Follow Jesus, Be the Church, Learn about God, 
and Share Your Faith. Each activity page includes a ritual, reading and talking about a 
Bible story or verse, an activity, a service idea, and a prayer.  These weekly lessons could 
happen any day during your week that is best for your family.
A great accompaniment for the Sunday school curriculum is the Growing in God’s Love: 
A Story Bible  that many received as part of this summer’s VBS. If you would like one, 
please email Chelsea and she will get one to you!

CHILDREN & WORSHIP - We hope you are worshiping with us on Sunday mornings at 
10am online. Children’s bulletins (younger and older ages) are provided on our Children’s 
Ministry web page. https://gpctemple.webs.com/children-s-ministry   We encourage you 
to print these and use them as a way to talk with your children about the scripture of the 
day!  

HALLOWEEN DRIVE-THRU TRUNK OR TREAT FAMILY EVENT 
Saturday, October 31 from 3-4 pm
Families with children and/or youth are invited to dress up in Halloween costumes and 
DRIVE-THRU the church parking lot to receive candy!  The candy will be purchased by 
the CE Committee, pre-bagged by church volunteers and handed out 
with no contact as families drive through the  
parking lot. Adult LOGOS Volunteers will decorate 
their car trunks with Halloween themes!   We  
hope this will be a fun event for our children and  
youth to enjoy Halloween this year in a safe way!  
*All adults and children first grade and older are 
asked to wear masks and remain in your vehicle for  
the event.  All adult volunteers will wear masks and 
remain socially distanced at their personal vehicles.

STUDENT MINISTRY  
Youth (grades 6-12) meet regularly 
on Sunday evenings from 5-7 pm in 
the Annex, unless otherwise noted. 
NO Youth Group UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE. Stay tuned to emails and 
social media for updates.

mailto:joshuaessary%40gmail.com?subject=
https://gpctemple.webs.com/children-s-ministry
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Sunday Service Times
10 AM online until further
notice

GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2401 S. 57th Street
Temple, TX  76504

PLACE LABEL HERE

   7  pm  Wednesday EVENING prayer service
 10 am  MORNING worship service

WEEKLY DEVOTIONS
 

JOIN US online each week

STAY CONNECTED
Have you moved, made an address or phone change?  We need your 
help to keep our membership records accurate.  Please let the church 

office know if you change your home address, email address, cell 
phone, or if you replaced your land line with a cell phone.  

To make any of the above change, contact Sharon in the church office 
at office@gpctemple.com or call us at 254.773.2134.  

We have multiple ways for you to GIVE to Grace:
• Online giving is now available. Click HERE to give online!
• Drop off! Drive thru the drive up covered lane and drop  

it in the  mailbox. No need to get out of the car!
• Mail your offering! Mail to 2401 S. 57th Street, Temple, TX 76504

SUPPORT FEED AND SERVE MINISTRY IN NICARAGUA 
Our Living Waters partner in Nicaragua,  
Yobeth Hebbert, has started a new ministry  
to help provide essential food and supplies  
to families who have been severely impacted 
by the combined  health and socioeconomic  
impact of Covid-19 and ongoing political  
unrest and abandonment.  These are families that live 
in the remote Caribbean coastal region, where there is 
almost no governmental presence or support, and little 
access to clean water and basic foods.  Our Living Waters 
team installed a system there in 2018, and we held 
medical clinics in several of the small communities that 
this ministry is serving, so are well aware of the severe 
needs.  
Thanks to a donation from our mission endowment 
funds earlier this summer, 125 families were served, and 
this new ministry was officially launched.  Yobeth has 
galvanized volunteers from her family, church and com-
munity to carry on this mission, and we are pleased to be 
able to offer an opportunity for you to participate in this 
effort by contributing much needed funds.  If you would 
like to contribute to the Feed and Serve Ministry, you 
                      can opt to provide a one-time contribution, 
                      or commit to making a monthly  
                      contribution.  A $50 donation will provide a 
                      family with essentials e.g. beans, rice, oil, 
                      sugar, and flour for approximately one 
                      month. Checks may be sent to the church 
with a notation in the memo line:  Nica Feed & Serve.  

Watch our services on YouTube, Facebook or our website.  Click the links 
above or visit us:  

Facebook: @gpctemple  •  Online: www.gpctemple.org

mailto:office%40gpctemple.com?subject=
https://gpctemple.webs.com/give-online
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNyGrdjkcBahnJykB3ZB6vA
https://www.facebook.com/gpctemple/
http://www.gpctemple.org


F E E D  M Y S H E E P
Several times each year, we provide meals to those in need in our community through Feed My Sheep.
Since the pandemic began in March, we have re-designed how we continue to support this essential mission.  Instead of gathering 
at the church to make sandwiches and lunches, we now provide supplies for volunteers to make the sandwiches and assemble 
sack lunches in the safety of their homes. We have also added homemade cookies to our hot meal menu, and we have been  
over-whelmed by your generous response! 
Through Feed My Sheep, we provide 100 sack lunches and 150 hot meals 5 times per year. At our last event in August, there were 
more than 200 people in line to be served. 
Thanks to the many volunteers for cooking, baking, making sandwiches and serving meals:

Adele Parker 
Bonnie and Amy Asbury

Carolyn Van Winkle
Becky Brown (and friends) 

Cathi Simons
Beth Gerdes
Janice Smith

June Cushman
Jan Fall

Pat Wilkinson
Chris and Chelsea Stern

Pat Wurster
Bill and Carla Stanley

Donna and John Bowling
Eric Peterson

Lajuana Carabasi
Ed and Elizabeth Seeger

Chris Boldt

Debra Trahan
Debora Eggert
Ken Whipple

Mary Jo Ackerman
Martha Tabarlet

Janet Kowalkowski
Daniel Quinn
Shirley Gaines

Thom, Kim and Doug Lamb

Thank you also to the volunteers who came forward after our needs were met! Our next opportunity to serve meals at Feed My 
Sheep is October 28.  
How you can help:
1) Volunteer to make sandwiches and assemble lunches (20 sandwiches) in your home. Please contact Lori Lamb to sign-up by 
Thursday, October 22. A bag containing all the supplies you will need will be provided for you to pick up at the church by Sunday, 
October 25. You will be asked to return the sack lunches to the church by 7:00 pm, Tuesday, October 27. 
2) Bake cookies:  bake 2 (or more) dozen cookies and place them in baggies of 2 cookies per baggie. Deliver them to the church by 
Tuesday, October 27. Please sign-up with Lori Lamb so we know how many to expect. 
3) Serve the meals at FMS:  join us to assemble and distribute the meals on Wednesday, October 28, from 11:00 am – 12:30 pm. 
Masks and gloves are required. Please sign-up by contacting Lori Lamb by Sunday, October 25. 
4) Toiletry donations:  There is always a need for trial size, or individually wrapped toiletries to be given to those who are served 
meals at FMS. They need to be small enough to fit into pockets or backpacks. Please bring donations to the church by Tuesday, 
October 27, and place them in the classroom behind the kitchen. Some examples of popular items needed include:  

Toothbrushes
Toothpaste

Feminine hygiene products
Shampoo, conditioner

Nail files or clippers

Deodorant
Sunscreen
Lotion
Combs, hairbrushes
Hair ties

If you have any questions or would like to volunteer, please contact Lori Lamb: 
Call or text:  (740) 403-7156 or  
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• Pick a Pumpkin - Sat, Oct 10 from 2-4pm at The Summit (620 Fryer’s Creek Cir, Temple).  Fall is in the air! Bring the kids to 
pick a mini pumpkin and show off their decorating skills at Summit Recreation Center’s Pumpkin Patch! Those that cannot 
attend the event can register to pick up a decorating kit curbside from October 7 through October 10, 8am - 5pm. Register 
at Summit Recreation Center or call 254.298.5348. Register by Oct 5. 

• Belton Market Days - Oct 17 from 9am - 4 pm. 
• Sami Show Marketplace - Oct 17 (10am-5pm) and Oct 18 (11am - 4pm) at Belton County Expo Center
• Belton’s Family Campout - October 10-11, October 24-25, November 7-8. Roll up your sleeping bags and hit the trail for a 

campout at Heritage Park. Activities include fishing, kayaking, tie-dying, and s’mores. Visit Belton Parks & Rec website or 
click HERE (for online version).

• Sami Show Marketplace - Nov 7 (10am-5pm) and Nov 8 (11am - 4pm) at Belton County Expo Center
• Belton Market Days - Nov 21 from 9am-4pm
• Merry Mistletoe Marketplace (Sami Show) - Nov 27 (9am-5pm); Nov 28 (9am-5pm); Nov 29 (11am-4pm) at Belton Co Expo
• Belton’s Christmas on the Chisholm Trail - December 5 from 12-7pm (parade at 6pm)

UPCOMING FAMILY FUN IN CENTRAL TEXAS:

http://cms6.revize.com/revize/beltontx/document_center/Parks%20&%20Recreation/Family%20Camp%20Out%202020%20Flyer%20and%20Information.pdf


DEACONS MINISTRY  by Denise Arnoudse

The Waiting Place
“The Waiting Place . . . for people just waiting.

Waiting for a train to go
Or a bus to come, or a plane to go

Or the mail to come, or the rain to go
Or the phone to ring, or the snow to snow

Or waiting around for a Yes or Now
Or waiting for their hair to grow.

Everyone is just waiting.”
-Seuss. Oh, the Places You’ll Go!  

Random House, 1990

How these words have resonated with me over the last six months.  It has been difficult to keep myself from becoming bitter or 
angry during these times or even to keep from wallowing in self-pity at all the “should have been” or “if only this had happened” 
or “I want to go back to normal” as I wait.  Even though these feelings are normal, staying in this space of anger and despair 
keeps us from seeing the beauty that God is creating during this time.  God is still at work all around us if only we stop to look 
and wait on his goodness.

I have been using my devotional time recently to study the Bible “Waiting Places” and how they were used to refine and  
transform hearts in preparation for his gracious plans.

Noah waited for the storms to come, then waited for the storms to end, then waited for the water to recede.  The Israelites in 
Egypt waited for God to rescue them from bondage and then waited in the wilderness for God to bring them to the Promise 
Land.  David waited to become King while Saul pursued him.  Even Jesus waited until his 30’s to begin his ministry.

How God refined his people in “The Waiting Place!”  There is no shortage of stories about waiting in the Bible.

And here are a few Bible verses that mention waiting.  I found this to be a very common theme and found encouragement 
knowing that those in the Bible understood and prayed about “The Waiting Place.”

• Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD! Psalm 27:14 ESV
• But they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and 

not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. Isaiah 40:31 ESV
• The LORD is good to those who wait for him, to the soul who seeks him. Lamentations 3:25 ESV
• I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning, 

more than watchmen for the morning. Psalm 130:5-6 ESV
• But as for me, I will look to the LORD; I will wait for the God of my salvation; my God will hear me. Micah 7:7 ESV

My brothers and sisters, God is in this “Waiting Place”, calling us to come sit at his feet, 
listen to his loving words that provide balm during these anxious times, and to wait  
on him and his good timing.  God is still here and loves each and every one  
of you.  Listen for his call.  I want to leave you with a beautiful passage from  
a book all about God’s love and drawing closer to him.  It speaks directly to  
the heart of these times.

“Therefore, though she went with Sorrow and Suffering day after day  
along the shores of the great sea of Loneliness, she did not go cringingly  
or complainingly.  Indeed, gradually an impossible thing seemed to be  
happening.  A new kind of joy was springing up in her heart, and she  
began to find herself noticing beauties in the landscape of which until then  
she had been quite unconscious.”  
-Hurnard, Hannah. Hinds’ Feet on High Places. Tyndale House Publishers, 1975.

Take heart, my brothers and sisters.  God is still with us and working good in our lives.
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